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The love of freedom is the ctief cliaracteriatic of 
the present age. This would be at once evident if 
we consider the boastful spirit of self-gratulation in 
which men talk of their living in the " nineteenth 
century." Aspirations for freedom and aversion to 
all manner of slavery so thoroughly pervade the spirit 
of the age, that they find their expression in the very 
name of the present century, and mark it as preemi- 
nently and emphatically the age of freedom. This 
love of freedom manifests itself in all departments of 
speculation and practice. In politics, men aspire to 
that form of government in which every section of 
the community may be fairly and ftilly represented. 
In education, the cry all over the civilized world is 
— enlighten the masses, and deliver them from the 
bondage of ignorance. In society, there is an earnest 
struggle to break through the fetters of tradition, 
custom and conventionalism. In religion also we see 
the effects of a strong desire to enfranchise the spirit. 
It has unsettled men's faith in old doctrines and 
dogmas, and shaken their respect for authority. It 
has led men to believe that nothing short of the most 
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fearless and independent investigation will enal 
them to obtain truth. The infallibility of establish 
churches has been disputed ; and amidst the conf 
sion and perplexity of countless and multiplyii 
sects, men are anxiously looking forward to, and sp 
culating about, the probable Church of the Futur 
whetein they hope to find truth and peace. Dissati 
fied with the present, many are seeking in the futu^ 
the realization of their ideas of the true church, 
is beginning to be fek that the past cannot be tl 
rtiler of the present, and the theology of the presei 
day must give way to something higher and bett€ 
and more in keeping with the advanced state of mer 
intelligence. In solving the question of the futu 
church each person is naturally guided by his o\ 
peculiar Ideas, convictions and inclinations. Each i 
lijgious eect concludes that its dogmas and doctrin 
will prevail at last, and that all oth^r creeds will ul 
mately yield to its power. It is of great importan 
to theology to harmonize, if possible, sucb conflictii 
opinions and hopes, and determine, honestly a] 
dispassionately, where all religious movements w 
most likely meet and unite in future ; so that t] 
hearts and minds of contending sects may be broug 
together and made to pursue the common path whi< 
leads to the future church. The problem before i 
is' not only of vast theological importance but is fi 
of religious interest. Our faith and our best spi] 
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tual interests .^epend upon its issues. It must be 
admitted tllat^.ille future and the past both influence 
OUT life and ccH^diict. Hope is as mighty a motive 
of action as the lessons suggested by experience. The 
prospects of what is before us and the convictions of 
what is behind lead us forward by a double force. 
It is therefor^ ^ijecessary for every believer to be 
assured that the church to which he belongs has not 
only a glorious pa^t but also a glorious future. Such 
assurance wiU intensify his foitV and make him labour 
to abide by his church faithfully. To know that my 
church will give way to another would be to give up 
my church as false. The true church must be the 
future church. Hence every sincere bejiever is bound, 
for the sake of truth and salvation, to decide the in- 
teresting question of the future church of the world. 

The method I intend to adopt in the treatment of 
the subject before* us is to follow, as far as possible, 
the lessons taught by history, and to make facts of 
the past th6 basis of my arguments. It ia to be re- 
gretted that speculations about the future church 
generally contain more of poetry than philosophy, 
and show more of what men wish than what facts 
warrant. It will not do to soar into the heights of 
fancy, and behold, looming at a distance, a church 
fashioned after our own hearts, grand and magnifi- 
cent, adorned with all the richest colours of heaven 
which our own imagination could couyate u.^. I*. 
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will not do to allow the wish to be father to the 
thought in this matter, and to argue such must be 
the nature of the future church because one wishes 
it. I purpose to avoid all imaginary schemes and 
poetical sentiments, and to accept for mj guidance the 
light of actual facts as recorded in history. Every 
sensible man must have due respect for history, as 
it portrays the actual manifestations of the human 
mind, and gives us accurate data for all our reason- 
ings about its future action. It will doubtless be 
foolish to speculate about the future without the aid 
of the past. For it is only from an induction of facts 
which have actually happened that we can divine 
with tolerable accuracy what may happen in future. 
And this is all that I purpose to do to-night. It is not 
for me to make a prophecy as to the exact character 
of the church of the future ; I can only speak of pro- 
babilities, and shall humbly endeavour to give the 
general outlines of what appears most likely to be the 
future church of the world, according to fhe light ol 
the past. 

If we study the human mind we shall find thai 
there are two poles, if I may so express it, of the 
axis of thought on which the mind revolves. There 
are two opposite and antithetical ideas in the mind 
which always struggle with each other in the histo- 
ry of individuals and nations. "When indifference or 
disgust drives the mind from the one, it is gener- 
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4tly impelled towards the other. Men seldom pur- 
sue the golden mean of truth in which the two 
are harmonized. The majority of men, thougtitful 
as well as thoughtless, miss it, either through care- 
lessness or bigotry, and are carried about by extremes 
and one-sided views. Should any cherished idea 
prove after a time disagreeable, erroneous or mis- 
chievous, they not only renounce it and hate it, 
but with the zeal of renegades rush impetuously 
to its opposite extreme. Sometimes it so happens 
that when, the latter again in course of time appears 
wrong they run back with reactionary violence to 
their former position. As an illustration, let me 
refer to the two opposite ideas of matter and spirit. 
So long as men simply try to perform their do- 
mestic and social duties all goes on well ; but 
when some are struck with the evil effects of too 
much devotion to worldly pursuits, they abandon 
materialism and worldliness, hate riches and sensual 
pleasures,^ and fly into the regions of idealism and 
mysticism. So also in the ease of authority and 
freedom; if we put men's souls long in fetters, 
and subject them to the control of books, priests, 
dogmas, and other theological and religious res- 
traints, no sooner are their eyes opened to their 
degraded position, than they indignantly fling off 
their bonds, and often alas ! convert their new-bought 
freedom into license, and become firee-tbinkers. 
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Again when scepticism is 'found to be a great e^ 
men run back to superstition for safety. VariouB 
instances of this kind abound in the history of man- 
kind ; and they deserve our serious consideration. 

History also shows us that no religious system 
recorded therein is wholly false. Millions of men 
worship birds, beasts and reptiles, but their creeds if 
closely analyzed will show many redeeming features. 
However superstitious their practices and objection- 
able their doctrines, as there is no absolute trutii, 
so there is no absolute falsehood in them. As in 
men so in systems of philosophy and theology we 
see nowhere unmixed purity or impurity. We must 
not therefore pronounce indiscriminate condemna- 
tion upon any creed, nor cherish sectarian antipa&y 
towards its followers. We should distinguish what 
is true in it from its false admixtures, and in a liberal 
spirit note the purer features common to all oreeds. 
To accept and honor truth, wherever it may be found, 
must be held honorable to him who does^ so ; while 
to abjure error is incumbent upon every man, though 
it may be tied to his own faith with sacred and en* 
dearing associations. 

A careful study of history would also convince us 
that though endless religious differences prevail among 
men, and utterly discordant forms of faith and 
practice distinguish sect from sect and epoch firom 
epoch, yet there are parallelisms equally remarkable. 
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Similar events have happened under similar circum- 
stances. Certain phenomena visible in one country at 
a particular time have been found to reproduce them- 
selves elsewhere in another age. What we me pre- 
vailing^ in our country prevails in some measure in 
other lands; facts of remote antiquity have their 
parallel i% the events of the present day. Nay we 
could sometimes trace such analogy in a whole series 
of successive events. The reason of this evidently 
is that it is the same human « nature which works 
everywhere beneath Ae varied phenomena of re- 
ligious history. If the doctrines and institutions of 
different sects have been found in some cases to 
resemble each other in their essential features, it is 
only because they proceed from common wants 
and necessities, and are manifestations of the same 
religious instincts and sentiments. If we bear this 
in mind we shall be able to understand why certain 
evils, idolatry ana superstition for instance, have been 
reproduoe4 in different forms in the world's history, 
from time to time, in spite of attempts to prevent 
them; we shall likewise be prepared to see them 
reappear in future should the conditions recur 
which called them forth. You cannot modify human 
nature. You cannot destroy any of its impulses or 
instincts. The same nature which our forefathers 
possessed dwells within us, and will work within our 
descendants. Consequently all that sprang natur- 
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ally from the human mind in ancient times must 
inevitably appear in future, whenever and wherever 
the same exciting causes and the same necessities 
will occur. All doctrines, modes of worship and reli-' 
gious institutions have their origin in the mind, and 
though we may suppress them a hundred times they 
will again grow up unless their roots are d^troyed. 

There are three elementary and fundamental ideas 
which enter into all theological as well as philoso- 
phical thought and speculation, namely, — ^mind, matter 
and God. These have givenfce to different* creeds, 
and likewise to different philosophical schools, ac- 
cording to the exclusive importance attached to one 
or other of them. But we cannot eliminate any of 
these ideas from theology. All that we need do is 
to harmonize them. Too much devotion to material 
objects and an abnormal feeling of astonishment 
at their sublimity and power have led to idolatry. 
Thus have the sun and moon been worshipped ins- 
tead of the Being who created them. ^These stu- 
pendous and glorious orbs extorted the homage of 
simple untutored men who could not look to any 
thing beyond them, and therefore readily engaged 
their minds and hearts in their worship. Similarly 
other objects have come to be adored on account of 
their spedal utility or beauty ; and thus various sys- 
tems of idolatry and polytheism have resulted. So 
on the other hand by too much concentration of the 
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mind in self and its exclusion from the external world, 
men, here as well as in Europe, have gone through 
warious forms of religious idealism, and at last soared 
into. pantheism, merging their souls in the Infinite 
Spirit. Others again struck with the extraordinary 
wisdom and moral power and purity of particular 
men have deified them, and brought themselves into 
the position of man-worshippers. Thus we see^that 
the vast systems of polytheism, pantheism and prophe- 
tism, which in varied fgrms prevail in the world, have 
arisen from the mistaken identification of one or other 
of the two created realities — ^mind and matter — ^wiih 
the Creator. It must not be supposed, however, that 
the best way to rectify such mistakes and prevent 
their recurrence in future is to destroy either of the 
realities which have been extolled and deified. This is 
impossible in the nature of thtags. We cannot sup- 
press nature, weT cannot ignore any of the facts of 
our consciousness. The three primary facts I have 
already mentioned must be recognised and upheld ; 
it is only by adjusting their mutual relations that we 
can hope to prevent and remedy errors. 

True theology must not only admit the reality of 
the material world, but recognise its important func- 
tions and uses in the economy of man's redemption, 
while it must condemn in the most unqualified manner 
any thing approaching tp the worship of matter. That 
the material universe is a great Tel\%\QjV5a \«w3siK5^ 
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that tiie Sublime and Beautiful in nature exercise 
a vast moral influence on the mind, few will deny. 
Are we not indebted to the objects around us for 
evidences of Divine power, intelligence and mercy ? 
Do not the physical sciences give us better and higlier 
conceptions of G-od and His government of the 
world than we could otherwise possess ? And are 
not our religious sentiments awakened and our hearts 
ennobled by the sight and contemplation of the vast 
starry convex above, the stupendous mountain, the 
deep unfathomable sea, the gentle stream and the 
fragrant rose ? Man has in all' ages been naturally 
struck with the beauties and wonders of the uniyerae, 
and has spontaneously magnified Him who made 
them. Nay many a soul has been led away from 
scepticism, infidelity and immorality by the whole- 
some influence of natural objects. The fullest latitude 
should therefore be given to the stuiy and contempla- 
tion of nature and the general development gf our reli- 
gious nature under its influence. Let man with sen- 
timents of wonder and veneration look up to natural 
objects as G-od's own handywork, and make them 
minister to his spiritual wants. There is no fear of 
any evil consequences so long as such veneration is 
not abused. It is when men are carried away too- far 
by their love and devotion to the material world that 
they superstitiously regard it not as God's creation 
but as the Creator Himself, and thus become idolaters 
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or nature-worsHppers. Lost in amazement amidst 
ten thousand objects manifesting supernatural power, 
wisdom and love, on all sides, the soul offers homage 
to those objects themselves, and instead of wor- 
shipping Q-od through nature worships nature as 
GK)d. You thus see. Gentlemen, wherein consists the 
right use of the physical universe, and wherein its 
abuse. Becognise matter as G-od's holy work, and let 
it help you to know Him and love Him, but do not. 
kneel down to worship it as Go4. 

Similarly, the importance of the mind as another 
revelation of God must be recognised, and its legiti- 
mate uses in the matter of our salvation rightly 
determined. The world within like the world with- 
out manifests the Great Creator's power, wisdom and 
mercy. The soul is God's work just as much as 
the outer world, — nay a far nobler work it is, as 
revealing to us tlje higher attributes of the Divinity 
and our true relations to Him. When jEpom the 
grosser objects of the senses we turn our attention 
within, and view the phenomena of the mind, what 
do we see there? Law, harmony and order, as 
perfect as what we see in the external world. Nay 
the soul's mechanism and government appear far 
more wonderful and beautiful than those of the 
material universe, and it holds the Divinity nearer 
and clearer to us. Li conscience and the general 
economy of our moral nature we behold the «Q^Q?t> 
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eignty of the Moral Q-ovemor ; in our will we sec 
reflection of the Infinite Personality of the Create 
and in all the spiritual instincts and intuitions i 
trace the outpourings of the Holy Fountain of •Trut 
But not only does the mind as it is, but its acti 
religious life also shows the workings of Q-od. 
our prayers and in our communion with Him we fc 
His direct inspiration breathing into us puril 
. strength, wisdom and life. In short, in the soul ^ 
recognise somethings made ''in the image of j 
Maker,'* and in a condition of piety holding consdo 
communion with Him. Hence it has always excit 
the wonder and riveted the peculiar interest of j 
religious inquirers. Often do we go into the ys 
cathedral of nature, and there mingle our feeble Toi 
of thanksgiving and praise with the ever-rising el 
rus of creation unto the Creator's glory. But wh* 
worldliness renders our hearts impervious to tl 
influence of nature, and with open eyes we fail 
find Ood in unhallowed matter, we 'then» with clos< 
eyes enter the still sanctuary of the inner world, ft) 
there worship and glorify Q-od through the soi 
Bespect for the spirit is thus quite natural and i 
dispensable. But this also is liable to be abusei 
and history shows how greatly it has been abuse 
By indulging in too much devotion to the spirit m< 
have eventually so far exaggerated its importance i 
to identify it with the Deity. Instead of worshippii 



( 13 ) 

God through the soul they have come to look upon 
the soul itself as God, and confound the worshipper 
and the object of worship in a pantheistic unity.* We 
should guard ourselves against this evil extreme. 
While we respect the soul withm us as God's work, 
we must not exalt it so far as to identify the created 
spirit with the Creator, and say in the blasphemous 
language of proud pantheism — " I am God." 

Besides the general respect due to every mind^ pe- 
culiar respect is due to supei^or minds. Personsd 
character deserves, and has always challenged tiie res- 
pect of m^i. The man who possesses unblemished 
character, and is a faithful child and servant of God, 
draws the willing homage of aU who aire religiously 
disposed, and thousands, nay millions naturally look 
up to him as a teacher and follow him as an example. 
He is even honored in distant lands and distant ages 
oil account of his moral superiority; and the m* 
fluence of his example is sought with avidity, gen- 
eration af(^r generation, as a mighty help to spiritual 
improvement. Such influence few can resist ; its be* 
nefits none can deny. Have not jnany degraded 
sinners been reclaimed, the weak strengthened, the 
depressed cheered, and confirmed scoffers converted 
into believers under such wholesome influence? 
How many sinners and sceptics, whom neither the 
revelations of nature nor of their own minds could 
reclaim, have at last been reformed by the irresistible 
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but secret power of living examples! Hence £b7 
greater honor has been accorded to Gbd's more 
devofed servants — ^good men, reformers and prophets, 
than to dead matter or ordinary humanity. But so &r 
has this homage to moral goodness and greatness 
been abused as to sink into man-worship. Thus 
many a prophet has been deified, and instead of being 
honored as a teacher has been worshipped as Gk)d in 
human form. 

The future church, jf it be guided by the experi- 
ences of the past, will no doubt recognise the im- 
portance of mind and matter as Gh)d's works, and 
treat them with due respect, while it will steer dear 
of the shoals on which extreme devotion to either 
has wrecked many an unwary traveller to eternity. 
We cannot suppose that either of these facts will be 
disregarded on the ground of its having proved tiie 
source of great evils. Because proud self-exaltation 
has led to pantheism and the assumption of Divinity 
by man, shall we therefore throw the sou^ into the 
back-ground and strive to be religious without its 
aid ? Because material objects have been worshipped, 
are we to exclude them from our theology, and deny 
ourselves their wholesoiie teachings and influence ? 
Are we to become ungrateful and disloyal to those* 
good and great men whose precepts and examples 
are so conducive to our improvement, because- some 
men in by-gone ages worshipped them as God ? No ; 
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this cannot' be. Human nature will not Bubndt to 
the exclusion of any of the facts of consciousness, or 
the. wresting away of any of the means proved 
by experience and appointed by Q-od to minister to 
our spiritual wants. K then the recognition of 
matter and mind and greatness of character is in- 
evitable, how will these be adjusted in t&e future 
church, so as to prevent the evils of nature-worship, 
self-worship and hero-worship to which they have 
respectively given rise? How will these three bo 
respected and yet' the unity of God strictly and un- 
compromisingly maintained ? This is the great ques- 
tion to be solved by the future church. In its solu- 
tion we shall find an effective safeguard against the 
three foims of false worship and the positive establish- 
ment of unitarian worship; — ^in other words, the 
realization of the grand doctrine of Unity in Trini- 
ty. Let us see "how this may be done. He who 
govemeth the universe and holdeth it in the hollow 
of His hands is the One Supreme Creator, eternal 
and infinite — ^''One only without a second." All 
else is created, and lives in Him. However pure and 
good, however grand and mighty things may be, 
they are still created, and lie at infinite distfuice 
from the Creator. They are finite, and however ex- 
cellent therefore they may be, they cannot be iden- 
tified with the Infinite. The future church will up- 
hold the absolute infinity ai^ uuitsf Qi( '^^ "^^^rs^ 
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Creator, and will suffer no created thing or b( 
to Hsurp His sovereignty. It will worship 1 
alone, and thoroughly set its face against every f 
of creature-worship. But while admitiang the u 
of the Ittvinity, the future church will recognia 
trinity of Divine manifestations. Grod manif 
Himself to us through external naiaire, through 
inner spirit, and through moral greatness impen 
ated in man. G-lorious are the sun and the m 
and all that we admire in nature, but they re 
the Creator's glory, and are great only as w< 
of His hand. The soul within us is a wond] 
work, and appears more so when quickened and ] 
ified by His inspiration; but it is great onlj 
manifesting the direct workings of His holy sp 
So the good and great man only reveals that righte 
nessin imperfect and human form which exists 
solutely in Gh)d. He may be very ^pious, but h 
to be honored only as the son of God. The son : 
be great, but can never be equal to the Father, 
greatest of God's sons would say — the Pathei 
greater than I. Thus the One and Infinite God 
nifests Himself to us through a trinity of His hai 
works. Thus we see there is One God, but tl 
are three modes of revelation. Thus is all i 
worship-that'of nature, self and greatness, rend, 
impossible. Behold in the church of the future 
harmony of unity and trinity! Behold the cen 
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unity of the Godhead, absolute and indivisible, and 
a trinity of manifestations around ! In this .har- 
mony, I believe, will all the struggles and wrang- 
lings between contending systems of worship ul- 
timately end. Thus shall all churches Wend to- 
gether in the church of the One True &od, and all 
the false deities they now worship shall be reduced 
to a beautiful created trinity subordinate to the 
Highest Divine unity of the Creator. Idolatry in its 
ten thousand forms of nature-worship, pantheism 
with its arrogant spirit of self-adoration, and the 
servile worship of man by man will be denounced 
and chased away, not only as errors, but as high trea- 
son against the supremacy of the Most High, as the 
iniquitous transfer to created things of that tribute 
of adoration which is due to the Creator alone. As 
regards these three evils the future church will there- 
fore be unsparingiy destructive ; it will pull down with 
iconoclastic fury all temples where any such false wor- 
ship prevails. But from the ruins of such temples 
it wiU rescue and preserve all that is good therein. 
The constitution of the future church will be of a 
representative character; it will faithfully represent 
and satisfy those real wants and necessities of nature 
which have led to different systems of false worship, 
and which have been repeatedly proved in history. 
The idolater, the pantheist, and the prophet- worship- 
per will there find what they actuaHy mwai»\ -yc^sKs^ 
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delusions, errors and sins will certainly be destroy- 
ed, iut the genuine aspirations of their nature, all 
their normal cravings for spiritual aid will be duly 
satisfied. Thus instead of hundred hostile churches 
there shall be upreared, in the fullness of time, one 
vast cathedral, where all mankind shall worship with 
one heart the Supreme Creator. 

We have seen how the multiplicity of prevalent 
systems of worship will be harmonized in the future 
church. Let me now proceed to evolve the harmony 
of doctrines. "When that immortal son of God, Jesus, 
was asked by one of his disciples to explain the 
Divine commandments, he said — ^^ Love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, with all thy mind, with all thy 
soul, and with all thy strength ;" and " Love thy neigh- 
bour as thyself." " This," he added, " is the whole 
law and prophets." Never has the essence of true 
religion been so simply and exhaustively expounded. 
Verily in these two precepts is to be found the sub- 
stance of all the laws and dispensations of God de- 
signed to guide us. They constitute the primary 
code of Divine jurisprudence ; the fundamental prin- 
ciples of ethics and religion. Blessed is he who 
fulfils these precepts, for he thereby wholly conforms 
to the will of God. If a man can love God with hia 
whole heart and his neighbour as himself, he wiU 
have discharged all duties incumbent on him. Love 
God " with all thy heart" — ^that is, with all the warmth^ 
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and tenderness of feelings ; "witt all thy mind" — ^that 
is, with all the light of wisdom and knowledge ; '*Vith 
all thy soul" — ^that is, with all thy devotional senti- 
ments and aspirations ; " and with all thy strength" — 
that is, with all thy energy and practical earnestness. 
We must, in other words, lave Orod so thoroughly that 
our feelings, our reason, our faith, and our will may 
be entirely surrendered to Him and be in unison 
will His holy nature. It is not abnormal senti- 
mentalism or mystic attachment which ii here meant, 
but the loving union of man's entire being with 
the Divine nature. In all the departments of life, 
intellectual, emotional, spiritual and practical, — ^in 
thoughts and feelings, words and deeds, we must be 
in- constant communion with Him. Such union is 
the highest aim of our life, the highest consumma- 
tion of ''piety and righteousness. In such an atti- 
tude of loving urfion, the soul not only discharges all 
its duties faithfully towards God as the Father and 
Master, but rejoices in such service; purity then 
becomes its natural condition, and nothing pleases 
it so much as Oroi and His holy company. The 
second doctrine is the love of man ; it follows na- 
turally from the first. Whoso loves God with his 
whole heart as the Father must love . every man as 
his brother. If all mankind love their common 
Father, harmony and spiritual fellowship will for ever 
prevail among them^ and thftTQ '^^Si \» ^^ ^osRjst^ 
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under the cloak of religion. All the rancour, bitte^ 
ness** and hatred which have divided the religious 
world, and made the various churches and sects 
violently antagonistic to each other will be swept 
away. Errors and prejudices will excite pity and 
benevolent anxiety to rectify them, but not sectarian 
antipathy. All sects will then look upon each other 
as brethren, and humbly unite to learn truth and 
seek salvation at the^ feet of their common Father ; 
and all unMportaat differences of opinion will be 
swallowed up in the community of feelings and in- 
terests. The love of man, besides uniting men re- 
ligiously, tends also to adjust the moral, politi- 
cal, social and domestic relations of society, and thuB 
promotes all the virtues and checks all the vioaB 
incident to our dealings with each other. When we 
understand our true relations to God and to eadi 
other, when our love towards otir Father maikes 
us love every man as brother,^ we instinctively try 
to serve each other as we serve ourselves. As 
true filial love to God means the fulfilment of our 
duties to Him, so true brotherly love comprises the 
whole round of our duties to each other. As children 
of the same Father, as members of the same family, we 
must feel that our best interests are identical ; and 
casting away selfishness and misanthropism we 
readily offer our services for mutual welfare and 
happiness. Brotherly love calls forth all the bene- 
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1 volent feelings of our nature — ^patriotism, philantHro- 
|i py, cliarity, compassion and forgiveness, and all^the 
_ domestic affections. It encourages all undertakings 
/. and movements calculated to promote the material, 
'] intellectual, social and moral improvement of maix- 

I. kind. It curbs all malevolent propensities which 
^ tend to separate man jfrom man, and counteracts all 
attempts to injure the temporal and spiritual in- 
terests of society. In a state of brotherhood all op- 

l pression and tyranny, pride dtad envy, ingratitude 
and injustice, dishonesty and deceit must inevitably 
disappear. Such brotherhood among all mankind 
will be realized in the church of the future. Its 
cardinal doctrines will be " the Fatherhood of God and 
the brotherhood of man." It will adopt this simple 

c creed as embrg«cing the whole of morality and reli- 
gion — ^the whole " law and prophets ;" and will not 
seek salvation in l^dious articles of faith and elabor- 
ate dogmas. This simple creed of the love of Q-od 
and the lov5 of man will effectually knit together 
the diverse races and nations of the world as mem- 
bers of the true church of the future, and will also 
effect the regeneration of their souls by delivering 
them from all manner of sin against G-od and man. 
Thus the wise and illiterate, the rich and poor, the 
strong and weak, shall dwell together in the holy 
tabernacle of Q-od, rendering mutual services, under 
the inviolable covenant of brotherhood, for each 
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other's temporal and spiritual welfare, and sliaring 
witji each other the blessings vouchsafed by their 
common Father. Thus shall Love purify the soul, 
and realize "peace on earth and good-will among 
men." 

What shall be the gospel of the future churciL P 
I answer, — ^the gospel of God's infinite mercy. What 
else do we sinners need for our salvatioUi but to be 
assured of His saving mercy ? Talk you of a Gtid 
of absolute holiness !bnd purity ? The more I think 
of such a Being the more I shrink and recoil firom His 
awfdl majesty. He is wholly inaccessible and nil* 
approachable. I cannot, as a sinner, venture to stand 
in EBs presence. I cannot bear the sight or Ilia 
thought of His holiness. My conscious sm places 
me at infinite distance from Him ; and I feel myself 
altogether cast down, there being no hope of recon* 
ciliation with Him. His infinite Jioliness seems to* 
have closed for ever the doors of salvation against 
rebellious and wicked men. But behold there is men^ 
in the holy God ! The God of Bighteousness is a Kind 
Father. how refreshing and encouraging is this 
thought to us ! What a sweet gospel of consolation 
and joy is it to fallen sinners ! It infuses new life 
into our dead hearts. The glad sound of the Father's 
love brings joy and hope and enthusiasm to our 
dejected hearts, and we rise up in spite of our sins 
to magnify and worship Him, and to seek salvation 
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at His feet. Though w© are guilty of repeated 
Tiolations of His will, though mckedness of the 
foulest type has defiled our body and soul, though 
we are painfully conscious of having defiantly rebelled 
t against His authority, and returned ingratitude for 
I His manifold gifts, we feel encouraged and privileged 
I' by the gospel of His mercy to draw near to His 
; * footstool, and pray for His blessings. Though unable 
to bear the dazzUng sun-like effulgence of G^od's 
( holiness, we fedl invited to approach the serene 
' and sweet moon-like light of His mercy. Bemember 
that God's mercy towards us is boundless just as 
His holiness is infinite. None can measure the 
[ height and depth, the length and breadth of such 
I metcy. None can comprehend the magnitude of such 
love. He not only saves sinners, but seeks and saves 
them. His love is active, and shows marvellous an- 
xiety, watchfulness, forbearance and condescension in 
tCie salvation of sinners. The beautiful Parable of 
the FrodigalJSon — ^unsurpassed in the literature of 
f Divine grace — ^best represents the riches of that love. 
•- The son has gone astray, viciously abused the gifts 
of the fisither, and has ultimately become a poor 
penniless beggar. He repents and goes back, and 
^ lo! the father has abeady come out to welcome 
the son ; he affectionately embraces him, rejoices in 
having found the lost child, and showers his choicest 
blessings and special gifts on him whose separation 
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he so keenly felt, whose return he so anxiously 
awaited. So the Heavenly Father treats us, Hia erring 
and sinful children. We forsAke and forget Him, 
but He never forsakes or forgets us. Flenteom 
in lovingkindness, and anxious to save us, He is 
ever ready to receive us back and to be reconciled to 
us provided we repent. The most degraded simier 
will find the doors of the Father's house open 
to receive his penitent spirit. Society may have ex- 
communicated him, Qud deserted him as a loathsome 
foul thing, whose very presence is contamination ; but 
the Lord is so merciful that He condescendeth to do 
what men consider mean and contemptible, and wd- 
Cometh the meanest and most abhorred sinner. Ho 
rejoices in saving sinners. Nay He goeth about in 
quest of the lost chili. Deserted and hated by all, 
wretched and penniless, he may be starving and 
crying in some lonely wilderness, — none takes care of 
him, none inquires after him, none seeks his reform- 
ation ; but the Merciful Father feels deeply for that 
lost child, and hastens to relieve his sufferings. Tes, 
our Father with true fatherly love and kindness 
is always moving about among us, seeking sinners 
inorder to save them. Daily He visits us with the 
blessings of salvation in His hands, and tenderly 
asks us to receive the same. "Wickedly do we spurn 
such offers day after day ; yet His mercy fails not. 
Again and again He tries in all possible ways to bring 
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back the lost sheep into the fold. However re- 
bellious and ungrateful we may be, and however.per- 
sistent and obstinate in our iniquities, the Lord con- 
tinues to dispense unto us the riches of His mercyj 
with marvellous patience and long-suffering, and will 
do so till our rebellious spirit is wholly subdued. 
"We may long resist His mercy, but it will triumph 
at last, and vanquish the most confirmed sinner. 
Such mercy is a tremendous power. It alone conquers 
the evil in our hearts. It aldne can redeem the 
wicked world from the bondage of iniquity. To be 
assured of such love is aU that we sinners need. 

This is the true, the only true gospel of salvation — 
the Parable of the Prodigal Son. You may give me 
endless doctrines and formularies and precepts, you 
may help me with books and priests, you may put 
me in the company of the best of men; I shall 
^accept these witli^ reverence, but they cannot con- 
vert my soul. They may no doubt do much good 
by removing doubts or by curbing some evil inclina- 
tions and propensities, or they may create a momen- 
tary spiritual excitement^ and 'quicken the heart for 
a time into purity, joy and earnestness ; but they 
cannot deliver me from sin. Nay they have scarcely 
any worth when we are in a state of complete de- 
pression and prostration, groaning under the crushing 
weight of accumulated iniquities, when we see no- 
thing but darkness within and without, and retain 



( 36 ) 

vitalitj just sufficient to feel our utter helplesmeis 
and hopelessnesB, and when violent temptations daily 
prey upon our lingering yitalitj. Of what use are 
dogmas and external adrantages to me ¥^en I am 
almost dead in sin, and have not the power to aTail 
myself of such helps ? Of what use are they whan 
oft-repeated sin has made me despair of my salyatioin ? 
Those who profess the most correct doctrines of QoA. 
and immortality, and possess a vast machinery of ex<-- 
temal aids to faith, Hnust confess that these cannot 
conyert their souls, that however useful books and 
men may sometimes be there is no salvation in them. 
We are thus led to look to Gbd's mercy alone for 
our deliverance, and to acknowledge there is no hope 
for the sinner unless he puts his faith in the gospel of 
Divine mercy. Such gospel rouses us at once &om our 
death-like prostration, and forms a tower of strength 
in the midst of all our difficulties. JEt makes the poor 
rich, the weak strong, and the dead alive. It is bb 
inexhaustible fountain of Hfe, strength;* joy, hope 
and purity ; and whoso has recourse to it, however 
sinful he may have been, finds his soul refineshed 
with a shower of spiritual blessings. Let temptations 
thickly gather around us, let the deepest gloom of 
despair overspread the horizon, could we only cling 
to the gospel of God's mercy, we shall be renovat- 
ed and saved, for then we shall not have to depend 
upon our own resources, which are nothing, but God 
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will work the miracle of the sinner's redemption with 
tke almightj and all-conquering power of His mercy. 
He will vanquish our rebellious spirit, save us &om 
temptations, and will make us humble and prayerful, 
pious and pure, in spite of ourselves. Hence I be- 
lieve that the future church will not seek salvation 
in books or men, in ceremonies or articles of faith ; 
but it will call upon individuals and nations to put 
their faith in the only true gospel of salvation — 
God's infinite and all-conquering mercy. .^ 

I have briefly described the general features of the 
church of the future, — ^its worship, creed and gospel. 
Before I conclude I must say a few words with spe- 
cial reference to this country. There are some am* 
ong us who denounce Mahomedanism as wholly 
false, while others contend that Hinduism is alto- 
gether false. Such opinions are far from being cor- 
rect ; they only ii^dicate the spirit of sectarian anti- 
pathy. Do you think that millions of men would 
to this day* attach themselves so devotedly to these 
systems of faith unless there was something really 
valuable and true in them ? This cannot be. There 
is no doubt in each of these creeds much to excite 
ridicule and perhaps indignation— a large amount of 
superstition, prejudice and even corruption. But I 
must emphatically say it is wrong to set down Hindu- 
ism or Mahomedanism ad nothing but a mass of lies 
and abominations, and worthy of being trampled uii« 
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der foot. Proscribe and eliminate all that is hSae 
therein ; there remains a residue of truth and purity 
which you are bound to honor. You will find certain 
central truths in these systems, though surrounded 
by errors, which constitute their ritality, and which 
have preserved them for centuries in spite of opposi- 
tion, and in which hundreds of good men have always 
found the bread of life. It is these which form evea 
now the mighty pillars of Hinduism and Mabomed- 
anism, and challenge universal admiration and reft- 
pect. It is idle to suppose that such gigantic sys- 
tems of fiaith will be swept away by the fervour of 
youthfiil excitement, or the violent fiilminations of 
sectarian bigotry, so long as there is real power in 
them. All the onslaughts which are being levelled 
against them in this age of free enquiry and bold 
criticism will tend, not to destroy them, but to puri- 
fy them and develop their true prii^dples. The signs 
of the times already indicate this process of purifi- 
cation and development ; and I believe this process 
will gradually bring Hinduism and Mahomedanism, 
hitherto so hostile to each other, into closer umon, 
till the two ultimately harmonize to form the fixture 
church of India. 

The Hindu's notion of GK)d is sublime. In the 
earliest Hindu scriptures Gk)d is represented as the 
Infinite Spirit dwelling in His own glory, and pervad- 
ing all space, full of peace and joy. On the other 
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hand the Mahomedans describe their God as infinite 
in power, governing the universe with supreme au- 
thority as the Lord of all. Hence the principal fea- 
ture of the religion of the Hindu is quiet contempla- 
tion, while that of the religion of the Mahomedan is 
constant excitement and active service. The one 
lives in a state of quiet communion mth his God of 
peace ; the other lives as a soldier, ever serving the 
Almighty Buler and crusading against evil. ' These 
are the primary and essential ^elements of the two 
creeds, and if blended together would form a beauti- 
ful picture of true theology, which will be realized 
in the fixture church of this country. As the two 
creeds undergo development, their errors and differ- 
ences wiU disappear, and they will harmoniously 
coalesce in their fiindamental and vital principles. 
The future creed of India wiQ be a composite faith, 
resulting from th^ union of the true and divine ele- 
ments of Hinduism and Mahomedanism, and showing 
the profound devotion of the one and the heroic en- 
thusiasm of the other. The fixture sons and daughters 
of this vast country will thus inherit precious lega- 
cies firom Hinduism and Mahomedanism, and while 
enjoying the blessings of the highest and sweetest 
communion with the God of love, will serve Him in 
the battle-field of life with fidelity to truth and un- 
yielding opposition to untruth and sin. As regards 
Christianity and its relation to the future church of 
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India, I have no doubt in mj mind that it will eXBP- 
cise great influence on the growth and formation of 
that church. The spirit of Christianity has already 
pervaded the whole atmosphere of Indian society^ 
and we breathe, think, feel and move in a Ohristian 
atmosphere. Native society is being roused, enlighfk 
ened and reformed under the influence of ChristiaiKi 
education. If it is true that the future of a na- 
tion jn determined by all the drcumstances and 
agencies which to-day influence its nascent growiih, 
surely the future church of this country wiU be the 
result of the purer elements of the leading creeds of 
the day, harmonized, developed and shaped under the 
influence of Christianity. 

But the future church of India must be thoroughly 
national; it must be an essentially Indian church. 
The future religion of the world I have described will 
be the common religion of all na^ons, but in each 
nation it will have an indigenous growth and assume 
a distinctive and peculiar character. ^1 mankind 
will unite in a universal church ; at the same time 
it wiU be adapted to the peculiar circumstances of 
each nation and assume a national form. No coun- 
try will borrow or mechanically imitate the religion 
of another country ; but from the depths of the life 
of each nation its future church will naturally grow 
up. And shall uot India have its own national church ? 
Dr. Norman Maeleod in expounding, last year, in this 



( 31 ) 

very hall, liis ideas of the future church of this coi^n- 
try, said emphatically that it would be a purely India^ 
church, and not a reproduction of any of the establish- 
ed churches of the "West. Though I differ from that 
learned and liberal-minded gentleman in regard to the 
doctrines and tenets of that church as set forlh by 
him, I fiilly agree with him that that church must 
liave a strictly national growth and a national organ- 
ization. Neither will G^ermany adopt the r^||gious 
life of China, nor will India accept' blindly that of 
England or of any other European country. India 
kas religious traditions and associations, tastes and 
customs peculiarly sacred and dear to her, just as 
every other country has ; and it is idle to expect that 
she will forego these ; nay she cannot do so as they 
are interwoven with her very life. In common with 
all other nations and communities we shall embrace 
the Theistic worship, creed and gospel of the future 
church, — ^we shall acknowledge and adore the Holy 
One, accept the love and service of Gtod and man as 
our creed, and put our firm faith in Qod's almighty 
grace as the only means of our redemption. But 
we shall do all this in a strictly national and Indian 
style. We shall see that the future church is not 
thrust upon us, but that we independently and natur- 
ally grow into it ; that it does not come to us as a 
foreign plant, but that it strikes its roots deep in the 
national heart of India, draws its sap from our nation- 
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al^ resources, and develops itself witli all tte fresh* 
^s and vigor of indigenous growth. One religioxf 
shall be acknowledged by all men, One Gt)d shaff 
be worshipped throughout the length and breadth* 
of the world ; the same spirit of faith and love shall 
pervade all hearts ; all nations shall dwell together in 
the Father's house, — ^yet each shall have its own pe- 
culiar and free mode of action. There shall in short 
be mufar of spirit, but diversity of forms ; one body but 
different limbs ; one yast community, with, members 
labouring, in different ways and according to their 
respective resources and peculiar tastes, to advance 
their common cause. Thus India shall sing the glory 
of the Supreme Lord with Indian voice and with 
Indian accompaniments, and so shall England and 
America^ and the various races and tribes and nations 
of the world with their own peculiar voice and music 
sing His glory ; but all their different voices and 
peculiar modes of chanting shall commingle in one 
sweet and swelling chorus, — one universal anthem pro- 
claiming in solemn and stirring notes, in the world 
below and the heavens above, " the Fatherhood of 
God and the brotherhood of man !" May the Merci- 
ful Lord hasten the advent of the true church, and 
establish peace and harmony among His children! 
And as His name has been solemnly chanted to- 
night in this splendid hall, by an immense concourse 
of worshippers of various races and tribes, so may 
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iall His children asBemble in His holy mansions, and 
[blending their million voices in one grand chorus^ 
glorify Him time without end ! 
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